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Editor's Note

This issue of NJJC contains four articles sharing a common concern with issues
central 1o journalism and the news media. Brian Thornton's piece, “Moral Force or
Just the Facts,” addresses the standards of journalism in the muckraking era and
offers a valuable historical perspective to current debates about media ethics and
journalistic standards. Stephen Cooper’s "Privacy and the News Media™ is an
cxamination of the relationship between privacy law and the press, again bringing
an historical context to a very important contemporary issue. Mark Neuzil's "Mass
Media and Global Warming" uses the Public Arenas model of Hilgartner and Bosk
to examine the historical roots of the greenhouse effect as communicated in
scientific literature from the early 1800s to modern times. Linda Steiner’s “Judging
the Judges™ examines the issue of the “journalistic standpoint” using the reportage
surrounding the allegations of Anita Hill that she had been sexually harassed by
Clarence Thomas. The fifth article is Scou Taylor's "Report from the Field:
Communication Technology in a New Jersey High School.” Taylor's paper
represents a commitment by NJJC to its mission of publishing work of wide
academic and professional interest. Taylor writes as a high school teacher
incorporating the use of communication technology in the school environment. His
“report from the field" represents a new initiative by NJJC to incorporate work by
communication practitioners and offers a concrete example of work in the field.

This issue would not be possible without the help of a number of very important
people. First and foremost, much appreciation is given to the members of the
Editorial Advisory Board and the Anticle Reviewers for the time, effort, and care
they have taken in dealing with all manuscripts submitied to NJJC. Special thanks
are given to Marie Radford and Jack Colldeweih, Associate Editors; Dean George
McCloud and Dr. Barry Morganstern, School of the Ans and Communication, and
President Arnold Speert and Provost Susan McNamara of the William Paterson
College administration. Kurt Wagner designed the front and back covers. Jane and
Stewart Hutchison of Ram’s Horn Productions proofread and copy-edited the final
galley proofs with great precision and care. Tony 1220 explained the ins and outs
of the Journal's finances. Adalyn Hixson has done an admirable job as the Journal's
first graduate assistant. Scott Crain, as always, provided superlative technical
support. The journal was printed by John S. Swift Co. of Teterboro, NJ, with thanks
to Dan Agostinho and Lorraine Terranco. The desktop publishing was done by
myself vsing WordPerfect 6.0 (DOS).

As always, this journal is dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. Sheldon Kagan,
founding editor, without whose vision and talents none of this would have

happened.

Gary Radford, Editor
November 1995
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Report From The Field: Communication Technology
in a New Jersey High School

Scott Taylor!

The High Technology High School utilizes o technologically advanced communication networt in order
to enrich relarions among teachers. students, parenss, and adminisiration. Expanded and improved use
of telephones, televisions, and computer systems enable individuals essential 1o the school's operation
to work together on a regular basis. The success of new selecommunications networks is evident in their
popularity across the nation. In places like Texas and Michigan, WANs and LANj are providing for &
new source of electronically enhanced communication for all who are involved in a school district’s
operation.

State of the art communications technology has made its way to schools in New
Jersey and around the country. Educators are looking for the rewards which
telecommunications networks can provide in allowing for better communication
among all involved in an individual school, or an entire school district.

Those in the field of education are realizing that efficiency of communication can
be promoted through technological means. Telecommunication networks represent
a strategy that has effectively engaged parents and teachers in supportive and
collaborative roles (Swick, 1991). It is the creative use of telecommunications
networks which will build partnerships among parents, teachers, administrators, and
students (Barth, 1990). Technological advances are now providing better methods
of communication and some schools and districts are making the effort and
commitment o be creative and tap these new technological resources.

WANSs (Wide Area Networks) and LANs (Local Area Networks) are becoming
increasingly popular in schools and school districts due to their evident success, as
the school communities in which they are used become more communicative
communities of learners. At the Spring Branch Independent School District in
Houston, Texas, a WAN is being used to enhance communication throughout the
entire district. The WAN allows teachers, administrators and support staff to
become more efficient and effective in facilitating and managing the learning
environment (Gifford, 1994).

At Jefferson Davis High School, also in Houston, telecommunications networking
among all involved in the school has been successful in motivating students through
a LAN. The network is being funded through a project titled, "Connecting The
Home, School, and Community.®

1. Scott Taylor is o teacher of English a1 the High Technology High School. P.O. Bax 119, Lincroft, New
Jersey 07738. He is currently pursuing an Ed M. in Educational Administrationat at RutgersUniversity,
New Jersey.
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The High Technology High School at Lincroft, New Jersey, a telecommunications
network has been implemented for over one year and has gamered very positive
results. In addition to using a WAN, telephones, televisions, and video cameras
have been creatively used to enhance the network. The High Technology High
School is a magnet school for science, mathematics and technology which draws
students from different academic levels and various interests.

The school uses a computer bulletin board system, enhanced telephone software
and television links throughout every classroom that allows the members of the
school's system to communicate at any time of the day, night or weekend. With the
aid of an advanced integrated system ("Integra®), administrators relay messages and
information to staff through in-house computer networks. Faculty talk with other
faculty through the same links and students speak with staff via home computer
modems. This communications network has allowed all involved with the school
to keep abreast of events, notices and reminders almost as soon as they become
public information as ‘teachers, administrators and students are in constant
communication during the school day and afier hours. A bond among all the
constituents of the schoo! has formed which promotes a healthy community of
learners.

Teachers can access the High Technology High School Bulletin Board Service
from their desks since every computer in the school is networked. Oftentimes,
teachers access the bulletin board in the late afiernoon to send “mail® to students at
their homes, or to leave a message for the building or district administrator.

Parents who wish to confer with a teacher about a particular pupil problem can
leave a private message on the personalized phone mail answering system.
Teachers ¢an retrieve the message from any telephone in the building (there are
telephones in every room) or access their “mailbox*® from home by simply dialing
to the school.

The integrated system of communication provides many advantages, besides
fostering better understanding and articulation. Absent teachers or students can
casily obtain messages of any kind by dialing in to the school with a modem and
telephone. Everyone involved in the school can be mobile and still remain in
constant contact with anyone else concerned with the building's system.

Since the system has fully been in place in the Spring of 1994, the enhanced
communications network has led to an increase in the frequency of pupilieacher
contact. When students are not in class, instructors may still follow-up discussions
in class, problems encountered and/or provide pecessary remedial help. The
increase in pupilteacher contact has prevented students from falling below the 70%
passing rate. In fact, the median grade average of the Class of 1995 is 87%. The top
40% of students in the class average at least a 90% grade. In 1994 100% of all
Juniors taking the High School Proficiency Test passed all three subsections. In
1995 98% of students taking the annual test passed as well. The school has a 100%
graduation rate and 90% of the school's seniors have receatly moved on to colleges
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and universities with a mean combined SAT score of 1041. The network is keeping
all parties involved in the school in close contact with one another and has been one
important factor which has provided for academic success.

Carolyn Sadowski, whose daughter Lauren currently attends the school, attested
to the fact that the network has enabled her to keep in very close contact with
teachers and the administrator, "I am definitely hooked on this form of
communication. I use it to communicate with teachers in reference to Lauren's
progress in class...and notify the school if Lauren is going to be late or ill.” Jonathan
Schwartz, a Senior at the school, utilizes the network as many other students at the
school do, relying on it for vital information, "My science teacher regularly posts
assignments for the week on the on-line bulletin board...also, if you forget your
assignment at home, some teachers will let you mail it to them through the
computer.” Besides its use as a vital utility, Jon realizes the advantage of the
network, “technological communication at High Technology High has enriched my
high school experience.”

Effective communication can foster successful schools as ongoing analysis,
collaboration of concepts and trustworthy experimentation becomes a significant
part of the school's operation (Glickman, Gordon, & Ross-Gordon, 1995, p. 40).
Educational ideas are now being passed through technological means, as
telecommunications networks are fostering cooperation among all who are involved
in the school’s system.

The success and popularity of telecommunications networks is leading school
districts across the country to improve communication in their schools through
technological means. Teachers, parents, students, administrators and community
leaders who relate on a personal basis are now working with each other on
electronic ground as well.
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